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(f) Independent audit reports. A Coop-
erator shall provide to the FAS Com-
pliance Review Staff, upon request, any
audit reports by independent public ac-
countants.

§1484.71 Are Cooperator documents
subject to the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act?

(a) Documents submitted to FAS by
Cooperators are subject to the provi-
sions of the Freedom of Information
Act (FOIA), 5 U.S.C. 552, 7 CFR part 1,
Subpart A—Official Records, and, spe-
cifically, 7 CFR 1.11—Handling Infor-
mation from a Private Business.

(b) If requested by a person located in
the United States, a Cooperator shall
provide to such person a copy of any
document in its possession or control
containing market information devel-
oped and produced under the terms of
its agreement. The Cooperator may
charge a fee not to exceed the costs for
assembling, duplicating, and distrib-
uting the materials.

(c) The results of any research con-
ducted by a Cooperator under an agree-
ment shall be the property of the U.S.
Government.

§1484.72 How is program effectiveness
measured?

(a) The Government Performance and
Results Act (GPRA) of 1993 (6 U.S.C.
306; 31 U.S.C. 1105, 1115-1119, 3515, 9703-
9704) requires performance measure-
ment of Federal programs, including
the Cooperator program. Evaluation of
the Cooperator program’s effectiveness
will depend on a clear statement by
each Cooperator of the constraints and
opportunities facing U.S. exports, goals
to be met within a specified time, a
schedule of measurable milestones for
gauging success, a plan for achieve-
ment, and reports of activity results.

(b) Evaluation is an integral element
of program planning and implementa-
tion, providing the basis for the stra-
tegic plan. The evaluation results
guide the development and scope of a
Cooperator’s program, contribute to
program accountability, and provide
evidence of program effectiveness.

(c) A Cooperator shall conduct peri-
odic evaluations of its program and ac-
tivities and may contract with an inde-
pendent evaluator to satisfy this re-
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quirement. FAS reserves the right to
have direct input and control over de-
sign, scope, and methodology of any
such evaluation, including direct con-
tact with and provision of guidance to
the independent evaluator.

(d) A Cooperator shall complete at
least one program evaluation each
year. Actual scope and timing of the
program evaluation shall be deter-
mined by the Cooperator and the Divi-
sion Director and specified in the Co-
operator’s application approval letter.
A program evaluation shall contain:

(1) The name of the party conducting
the evaluation;

(2) The activities covered by the eval-
uation;

(3) A concise statement of the con-
straint(s) and opportunities and the
goals specified in the application;

(4) A description of the evaluation
methodology;

(5) A description of additional export
sales achieved, including the ratio of
additional export sales in relation to
Cooperator program funding received;

(6) A summary of the findings, in-
cluding an analysis of the strengths
and weaknesses of the program(s); and

(7) Recommendations for future pro-
grams.

(e) A Cooperator shall submit, via a
cover letter to the Division Director,
an executive summary which assesses
the program evaluation’s findings and
recommendations and proposes changes
in program strategy or design as a re-
sult of the evaluation.

§1484.73 Are Cooperators penalized
for failing to make required con-
tributions?

A Cooperator’s contribution require-
ment is specified in the Cooperator
program allocation letter. If a Coop-
erator fails to contribute the amount
specified in its allocation approval let-
ter, the Cooperator shall pay to Com-
modity Credit Corporation in U.S. dol-
lars the difference between the amount
it has contributed and the amount
specified in the allocation approval let-
ter. A Cooperator shall remit such pay-
ment by December 31 following the end
of the marketing plan year.

[64 FR 52630, Sept. 30, 1999. Redesignated and
amended at 65 FR 9995, 9996, Feb. 25, 2000]
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